Raimundo

Makers' Workshops

Esteve works elosely with the Juan Hermandez
company in the same way Alhambra and
Almansa work together for purchasing larger
quantities of woods. Hernandes make all solid
bodied gultars and only the very cheapest are
laminated. But the Herpander company 45 a
sifialler venture than Esteve, (only B00- 1000
guitars/year] doesnt sell to dealers and pro-
duces higher gualify instruments using African
Mahogany, Indian Rosewond and cyvpress for

their Mameneco models, Thess guitars therefare
sell at higher prices: from a smug 600 Euros Lo
10,000 Evpos,

Like Esteve, Herndndez also produces proto-
iypes. One such prototype, which doesn’t have a
pame, has two carbon Obre bars on the under-
side of the top and either side ol the sound hole.
These bars don’t touch the bracing and are fixed
ul both ends of ihe instrument, They are Lthere
to maintain the tension of the guitar, so it won't
be affected by weather conditions around the
worlid. These bars alse enhance 1he harmonics
of the guitar,

Franciso Bros works on s similarly small
scale production. producing  1.500 gollars a
vear, With only three employees its a mighty
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